Incidence of deep venous thrombosis in patients with erysipelas of the leg: prospective study of 30 cases in an emergency department.
The treatment of lower limb erysipelas is based on anti-streptococcal antibiotherapy. The indication of adjuvant anticoagulant therapy is not clear because of the lack of data about the incidence of deep venous thrombosis (DVT) in these patients. We performed a prospective study using a colour Doppler vein exploration combined with ultrasonography within the first 48 h, with evaluation of clinical probability of DVT according to the Wells score to assess the incidence of DVT in patients with erysipelas of the lower limb. Of 30 patients studied, 3 DVT were diagnosed: 2 distal DVT (posterior tibial vein) and 1 proximal DVT (superficial femoral vein) in patients having a clinical score > or = 3. Pulmonary embolism was diagnosed in 2 cases. The incidence of DVTin our study was 10%.DVT should be considered in patients with erysipelas of the lower limb having a high pretest clinical probability.